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2006 Election Overview

Dwyer, George win House seats
But Samorajczyk, Cadden not conceding

By JEFF HORSEMAN, Staff Writer

With all the votes counted in this year's general election,
Republicans Don Dwyer Jr. and Ron George narrowly held on to
victories yesterday in their House of Delegates races, winning by
a combined margin of 81 votes.

While both candidates declared victory, the Democrats they
knocked out - Joan Cadden and Barbara D. Samorajczyk -
refused to concede and were considering their options, which
could include requests for recounts.

There were no changes in the outcomes of other state and
county races.

In District 30, Mr. George's lead over Mrs. Samorajczyk shrunk
from 66 to 53 votes. He has 21,811 votes while Mrs.
Samorajczyk has 21,758.

Mr. George of Arnold trailed Mrs. Samorajczyk of Annapolis
Roads in early returns, but gained the lead after the first
absentee count.

The only one of three Republicans to win a District 30 House
set, Mr. George said he expected the race to come down to the
wire. He spent hours at the elections board annex in Glen
Burnie, watching the thousands of absentees being counted one
by one.

"I can shift gears now and focus on the assembly," said Mr.
George, an Annapolis jeweler who made his first run at political
office.

He joins House Speaker Michael E. Busch, D-Annapolis, Del.
Virginia Clagett, D-West River, and Sen. John C. Astle, D-
Annapolis, in District 30.

Mrs. Samorajczyk had hoped to join them. She is leaving the
County Council after eight years due to term limits.
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She was at the annex when yesterday's results were announced.
She said attorneys for the Democratic Party were reviewing the
situation.

She said she wanted every vote to be counted.

"Unfortunately, this is part of the process," Mrs. Samorajczyk
said. "You hope it doesn't happen to you, but it does. If you
make the decision to run, you must be willing to follow through
the whole process."

Mrs. Cadden, an incumbent delegate from Brooklyn Park who
has been in the General Assembly since 1991, said she is not
satisfied with the results this week and will consider her next
move in a meeting with attorneys next week.

"We want to make sure every vote is counted the way it was
meant to be counted," she said. "We will look at everything. We'll
take everything into account. I am not conceding at this point.

"I had hoped I would have picked up a few more votes, but it's
still not insurmountable. It's still a very small number of votes.
It's still under one half of one percent."

With the final count of absentee ballots, Mr. Dwyer, an
incumbent from Glen Burnie, led Mrs. Cadden by 28 votes for
the third and final House seat in District 31. Mr. Dwyer had
17,557 votes to Mrs. Cadden's 17,529.

An outspoken conservative who led the push for a constitutional
ban on gay marriage, Mr. Dwyer said he was "very honored" to
have the public's support in winning a second four-year term.

"Once again, to God be the glory," he said. "This will be a
tremendous, incredibly exciting four-year term."

While critics have hammered Mr. Dwyer for not getting any bills
passed this year, he said, "Someone's effectiveness is counted
by more than the bills that get passed."

He said he didn't know what to make of his narrow margin of
victory. When the polls closed Nov. 7, he trailed Mrs. Cadden by
587 votes.

"I honestly thought last week, I lost the election," he said.

Mr. Dwyer closed the gap to 30 votes last week after the county
Board of Elections counted 15,500 or so absentee ballots cast
countywide. He led by 11 votes after officials counted about
3,000 provisional ballots on Monday.

He said he plans on pre-filing a bill to ban gay marriage early
next week. He is the senior-most lawmaker in a District 31
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next week. He is the senior-most lawmaker in a District 31
delegation that includes freshmen Republican delegates Nic
Kipke of Pasadena, Steve Schuh of Gibson Island and Bryan
Simonaire, a first-term GOP senator from Pasadena.

County elections officials planned on sending yesterday's
results to the state Board of Elections for certification. The date
for the state to certify this year's election is Dec. 8, said county
elections board Director Barbara Fisher.

Losing candidates can petition for a recount three days after
that. They must post a bond in Circuit Court to cover the
recount's costs.

Candidates can get their money back if the race's outcome
changes, the number of votes gained by the loser equals 2
percent of all the votes cast or the margin between the winner
and loser is 0.1 percent or less.

Before last week, the race for county executive was too close to
call, with a 334-vote margin between Republican John Leopold
and Democrat George F. Johnson IV.

Mr. Leopold increased his margin to 3,989 votes after the first
absentee count. His final margin as of yesterday was 3,928
votes. Sheriff Johnson conceded late last week.
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